
CEDAW: THE CONVENTION 
ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL 
FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION 

AGAINST WOMEN

The CEDAW Committee is the body of 
independent experts charged with 
monitoring compliance with CEDAW. 
Since 1986, this Committee has issued 
36 General Recommendations that 
interpret the treaty & clarify CEDAW's 
provisions. These recommendations 
provide additional guidance as to what 
compliance with the treaty entails. They 
also bring attention to issues that the 
CEDAW Committee believes 
governments should focus on in order 
to respect, protect, & fulfill women's 
rights. 

General recommendation No. 19 is well 
known for its interpretation of 
discrimination as including acts of 
gender-based violence. Many 
recommendations refer to "States 
Parties," which includes all the 
countries that have ratified CEDAW. 
While these recommendations are 
primarily aimed at the national 
governments that have ratified 
CEDAW, they provide useful guidance 
to state & local governments & 
advocates.  
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